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Summary

The Evaluation of the Number of Mast Cells in Oral Lichen Planus

M. Meshref, DDS'; and J. Jahanbani, DDS®

L. Assistant Professor of Dental School, Shabid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, Tehran, Iran

2. Assistant Professor of Dental School, Kerman University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, Kerman, Iran

Oral lichen planus is diagnosed according to clinical and histopathological characteristics. Sometimes
all of the classical histopathological features can not be seen. In some articles the presence of mast cells
have been noted below the epithelium of oral lichen planus patients. The following study was done to
evaluate the number of mast cells in the histopathological sections of 20 oral lichen planus patients. All
of the approved histopathological samples of oral lichen planus were stained with Giemsa stain and their
mast cells were counted. The mean value and standard deviation of the number of the mast cells in oral
lichen planus patients were 47.75£38.04 in the test and 2.4+3.57 in the control group respectively. These
valies were statistically significant (P<0.001). Special staining for the mast cells of oral lichen planus

sections may be considered ay another histopathological criteria for the diagnosis of oral lichen planus.

Journal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences, 1996; 3(2): 67-72
Key Words: Mast cell, Inflammatory infiltrate, Lichen planus, Mouth
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