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Summary
A Survey on Knowledge, Attitude and Health Behaviour of Kahnujian Rural Women Concerning Malaria in
1897

A. Rostami, MS'; AR. Hidarnia, PhD* S. Mohmmadalizadeh, M3?; and S. Faghihzadeh, PhD®

I. PhI} Student, Health Education Dept., Tarbiat Modarres University 2. Assistant Professor of Health Education, School of
Medical Sciences, Tarbiat Modarres University 3. Faculty Member, Kerman University of Medical Sciences and Health

Services, Kerman, Iran

Currently the control policy of malaria is based on the patient’s treatment, killing of the larvae and
application of insecticides, whereas the important factors such as knowledge, attitude and health
behaviour have been mostly ignored. This study was carried out to determine. Knowledge, attitude and
health behaviour of 517 women in rural areas of Kahnuj city. The subjects were selected by multi-stage
random sampling and data from them were collected by filling in questionnaire during face 1o [ace inter
view. The result showed that the women’s scores on knowledge and attitude were 38.1% ( X=152,
SD=2.1) and about 83% ( X=62.2, $D=6.3), respectively. The mean score for knowledge was
significantly higher in women with more education (P<0.003). Concerning the health behaviour, the
result indicated that 30% of the responders used bednet and only 3% of them covered their windows with
small size wire grids. However, the other common methods for protection and prevention were rarely used
by the subjects. Our results suggest that in order to prevent and control malaria the common measures
(including the treatment of the patienis and application of insecticides, etc.) should not only be applied
but also other methods such as improving the health behaviour, knowledge, atiitude and contribution of

people should be considered.

Journal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences, | DO8: F(4): 193-200
Key Words: Malaria, Health behaviours, Knowledge, Atiitude
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