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Summary

Prevalence of Hepatitis B among Thalassemic Patients in Kerman

AA, Vahidi, MD': A, Ahmadi, MD® and ¥, Mikian, MSPH?

I, Assistant Professor of Pedintrics, 20 Associate Professor of Pediateies, 30 Assistant Prodessor of schoaol of Public Flealth,

Kerman University of Medical Scicnces and Health Services, Kerman, Tran

A prospective case condrol study was carvied owt jo evalunare the prevalence of HBgAg in 129
thalassemic patients and 113 children as a control group. ELISA was nsed for serologic investigaiions.
Thalassemic paticnts were aged 8.5 £3.8 vears and childven of the confrof group were aged 7.2£3.8 years.
48.1% of the case group and 36.3% of the control gronp were female and 31.9% of the case group and
0.1.7% of the control group were male. HBsAg was positive in 2.3% of the ihalassemic patients and 0.9%
of the control group, the difference was not statisiically significant. The average number of transfusions in
HBgAg postitve thalassemic patients was 1007 nenids and tn HEgAg nerative patients was 72 units. Our
sty revealed that when blood wnits are screened for HBsAe and bood donation is limited to volunteers,
incidence of post-transfusion hepatitis B in thalassemic patients will be neglegible. However we suggest,

early immunization against hepatitts B in thalassemic pationts.

Jowrnal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences 1997 4(3): 120-124
Key Words: Thalassemia, Hepatitis B, HByAg Transfision
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