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Summary

Diagnosis and Prognosis Disclosure to Dying Adult Cancer Patients, Part 1: Physician Attitude,
M.Janghorbani,PhD*; M.Zhianpour, MD**; HR.Tabatabiee,BS.

* Assistant Professor of Epidemiology, Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Kerman, Iran.

*¥ Assistant Professor of Radiclogy, Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Kerman, Iran.

A total of 119 physicians were interviewd to examine whether the diagnosis and prognosis of cancer
should be communicated to terminally ill cancer patients. 53(44.5%) of the physicians were not involved
in the management of the patients who had recently died of cancer. 56(84%) of the physicians who had
patients didn't discuss the diagnosis and 62{93.9%) the prognosis with their patients who had recently
died of cancer, though 65.5% of the physicians believed always and 7.6% sometimes the diagnosis and
prognosis must be communicated. Perceived social class was found to be associated with patients
awareness and discussion with physicians, The main reason given for not discussing the diagnosis with
the patients was physician's fear of patients anxiety, distress and emotional reactions.

Journal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences 1994;(1):12-17

Key Words: Cancer patients, Diagnosis and prognosis disclosure.
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