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Summary

Assesment of the Work of Staff Nurses in Determining Body Temperatures of Hospitalized Children in
Kerman University Hospital No 1

M. Maoshiri, ;' Gh.A. Amin Ostovar, MD?; and AR. Yargholy,'

I. Intern 2, Resident of Pediatrics, Kerman University of Medical Sciences and Health Services, Kerman, lran

In this study the accuracy of one of the vital sipns (body temperature) reported by the nursing siafj way
compared with the reporting of the control group, in order to find the problems and wavs 1o solve them.
Todo this, 117 body temperatures reported from hospitalized patients in pediatrics wards in Kerman
university No, I hospital were analysed. Samples were gathered by clustering method fraom different
working shifty. Patienis’ body temperatures were taken from the armpit and were compared with the
temperature recorded by the nurses in the patient’s files. Of 117 recorded temperatures measured in
different patients a total of 102 cases met the criteria and were included in the study. The mean recorded
temperature in the nursing group was 37.5+0.26'c and in control group was 36.53+0.72 ¢ (p<0.0001 ).
The range of variation in the two groups was -2.5 to +2.4 ¢ with the mean of deviation 0.75 (.5 ¢. Based
on this, we defined four levels of differences; with an error 0 to 0.5 ¢ (39.2%), a mild error 0.6 10 1 ¢
(37.3%), a moderate ervor 1.1 to 1.5 (16.7%), and a gross error more than 1.5¢ (60.9%). The differences
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observed between the two groups were statistically significant. Due 1o the decrease in sensitivity of armpit
temperatures when the body temperature is high and an increase in personnel’s error, we recommend that

n the patients in whom high body femperatures could be dangerous, body temperature should be taken

analy and by an experienced personel,
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